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In 1998, almost 300 National Park Service
sites received a new museum collections manage-
ment program that includes a component for fully
describing archival collections. The program is
called ANCS+. It is a customized version of
Re:discovery for Windows, a product of Re:dis-
covery Software, Inc., of Charlottesville, Virginia.

The archives component of the program
includes the data elements needed to fully
describe collections at the collection, series, file
unit, and item levels. The program provides
parks with the ability to upload data into
national bibliographic systems. It supports data
interchange with existing nationwide biblio-
graphic utilities, such as RLIN. Users can import,
export, create, and update MARC records.

Other features of ANCS+ include a power-
ful and easy-to-use word search function, imag-
ing capability, a structured lexicon for managing
descriptive terminology, an integrated report
writer, and an Internet interface. The program
integrates well with a variety of software pack-
ages. It includes reports that produce finding aids
and container and folder lists. It also provides a
researcher registration system and tracks dupli-
cation requests.

The archives component of ANCS+ was
developed by the Museum Management Program
of the National Center for Cultural Resources
Stewardship and Partnership Programs with sig-
nificant contributions from field staff. These
include Mary Jo Pugh, Taylor Horton, Lisbit
Collins Bailey, and Erica Schoenhals Toland at
San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park;
Diane Godwin at the Northeast Museum Services
Center; Lynn Marie Mitchell and Khaleel Saba at
the Western Archeological and Conservation
Center; and Amy Verone and Susan Sarna at
Sagamore Hill National Historic Site.

ANCS+ is an exciting step into the future. It
brings a new level of technology and profession-
alization to the management of National Park
Service archival collections. Most importantly,
the program will greatly increase staff and public
access to these collections.
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